
  

 

 
 

The Black Death 

Student research guide 
 
 

History | Year 8 
 
 

 

Cover: Destroyed rats during the bubonic plague in Brisbane, Queensland, 1900-1902. John Oxley Library, State Library of 
Queensland. Neg 108588 

 

 

https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/permalink/61SLQ_INST/7vfc6o/alma99183505818802061


2 

 

 
 
© 2026. This work is licensed under the Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-SA 
4.0 license) by State Library of Queensland. You are free to share and adapt the work under the following terms: you must give 
appropriate credit, it is for a non-commercial purpose and, if you remix, transform, or build upon the materials, you must distribute 
your contributions under the same license as the original.     
   
  

   

 

Date prepared: 24 August 2026 

 
Copyright information for teachers  
    
This research guide is designed for individual use by students.  
  
Please note, due to licensing arrangements, State Library’s subscription databases and ebooks are for private research and study 
purposes only. They may not be used as teaching resources in classroom environments in schools or other educational institutions 
and students must not be required to access specific databases or ebooks as part of the curriculum.   
  
Teachers can advise students on State Library’s resources and encourage their use to help with their studies and research. 
Students are encouraged to access State Library’s resources at school, but not during class time.   
  
Teachers are most welcome to advise students what is available via State Library, and to encourage students to make use of 
ebooks and databases to help with their studies. It is permissible for a teacher to demonstrate the use of State Library’s catalogue, 
and to point out how various online material can be accessed.  
  
It is also permissible for students to access State Library’s online resources at school – but this must not be during class time. An 
example of permitted use might be where students have a spare period when they work on assignments or homework, and they are 
accessing databases as private members of the State Library. Information about joining the State Library is here.  
  
Please also note that State Library has digitised a range of material such as diaries, and out of copyright publications held in our 
collections. There are no restrictions on the use of this material as part of a teaching program – and no requirement to be a member 
of the library to use this material. They are easily findable searching our catalogue using the “SLQ digitised collections” option in the 
dropdown menu.  
  
  
For other information visit Understanding copyright. 

  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/membership
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/understanding-copyright
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Overview 

As Queensland’s leading research library, State Library is a great place to find information to 
complete your research-based assessments.  

State Library’s One Search catalogue is the gateway to an extensive suite of national and 
international journals, databases, ebooks, encyclopedias, newspaper archives, and collections 
of thousands of historical images, letters, artworks, diaries, and artefacts to interrogate as 
sources.  

Before you get started 

• Become a member of State Library of Queensland (it’s free!). 

• Once you have joined State Library, log in to your account in One Search so you can use the 
links in this research guide to access the featured collection items.  

• Complete the Student research with State Library module for a guide to navigating State 
Library’s resources.  

 

   

 

Researching your topic 

You can search our catalogue for all items on the Black Death or begin by clicking on the 
images of some of the featured items contained in this research guide to navigate directly to 
those resources.  

 

 

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/membership/how-to-join
https://content.curriculumconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/student-research-with-state-library/#/
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=any,contains,%22black%20death%22%20OR%20%22black%20plague%22%20OR%20%22bubonic%20plague%22&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&lang=en&offset=0
https://content.curriculumconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/student-research-with-state-library/#/
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Featured ebooks

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Featured databases 

For easy reference 

 

Featured databases

Oxford Reference spans 25 different subject areas, bringing together 2 million digitised entries 
from Oxford University Press’s dictionaries, companions, and encyclopedias. 

 

 

 

https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/
https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/slq/reader.action?docID=5795011&ppg=1
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/slq/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=831975
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The Britannica Library has articles, images and more, with a selection of resources especially 
for teenagers. 

 
 

For historical sources 

JSTOR provides access to more than 12 million scholarly journal articles and ebooks and is 
especially useful for locating primary sources. 

 

 

https://library-eb-com-au.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/levels
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/
https://library-eb-com-au.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/levels/teens/article/Black-Death/574643
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/action/doBasicSearch?Query=%22black+death%22+OR+%22black+plague%22+OR+%22bubonic+plague%22&so=old&searchkey=1787540692897&efqs=eyJjdHkiOlsiWTI5dWRISnBZblYwWldSZmFXMWhaMlZ6Il19&pagemark=eyJwYWdlIjoyLCJzdGFydCI6MjUsInRvdGFsIjoxNDN9
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Featured map

 

More research 

Search the catalogue  

Continue searching for more books using these subject searches: 

 Europe -- Social conditions -- To 1492 

Black Death -- Europe 

Black Death 

Plague 

 
Borrow items 

Order items online through State Library’s One Search catalogue and borrow items from State 
Library’s collections when you visit us onsite.   

 

Ask a librarian 

State Library staff are available to assist you by identifying the best resources for research into 
your topic. They can provide useful search strategies and advice on how to use our resources 
but cannot provide answers for your assessment questions. 

https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=sub,exact,Europe%20--%20Social%20conditions%20--%20To%201492&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&offset=0
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=sub,exact,Black%20Death%20--%20Europe&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&offset=0
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=sub,exact,Black%20Death%20&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&offset=0
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=sub,exact,%20Plague%20&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&offset=0
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/plan-my-visit/services/borrowing/borrowing-individuals
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/plan-my-visit/services/borrowing/borrowing-individuals
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/plan-my-visit/services/borrowing/borrowing-individuals
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ask-librarian
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/slq/reader.action?docID=3329833&ppg=1
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