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Copyright information for teachers

This research guide is designed for individual use by students studying The Australian Curriculum: History.

Please note, due to licensing arrangements, State Library of Queensland’s subscription databases and ebooks are for private
research and study purposes only. They may not be used as teaching resources in classroom environments in schools or other
educational institutions and students must not be required to access specific databases or ebooks as part of the curriculum.

Teachers can advise students on State Library’s resources and encourage their use to help with their studies and research.
Students are encouraged to access State Library’s resources at school, but not during class time.

Teachers are most welcome to advise students what is available via State Library, and to encourage students to make use of
ebooks and databases to help with their studies. It is permissible for a teacher to demonstrate the use of State Library’s catalogue,
and to point out how various online material can be accessed.

Itis also permissible for students to access State Library’s online resources at school — but this must not be during class time. An
example of permitted use might be where students have a spare period when they work on assignments or homework, and they are
accessing databases as private members of State Library. Information about joining State Library is here.

Please also note that State Library has digitised a range of material such as diaries, and out of copyright publications held in our
collections. There are no restrictions on the use of this material as part of a teaching program — and no requirement to be a member
of the library to use this material. This type of material can easily be found, searching State Library’s One Search catalogue using
the “SLQ digitised collections” option in the dropdown menu.

For more information about the use of copyright materials visit Understanding copyright.
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Overview

State Library is a great place to learn about the Polynesian expansion across the Pacific and to

find information to complete your research-based assessments.

State Library’s One Search catalogue is the gateway to an extensive suite of national and

international journals, databases, ebooks, encyclopedias, newspaper archives, and collections
of thousands of historical images, letters, artworks, diaries and artefacts to interrogate as

sources.

This guide is designed to help you discover items on the Polynesian expansion across the

Pacific that you can access on site, from your school or home.

Before you get started

e Become a member of State Library of Queensland (it’s free!).

e Onceyou have joined State Library, log in to your account in One Search so you can use

the links in this research guide to access the featured collection items.

e Complete the Student research with State Library module for a guide to navigating State

Library’s resources. Or visit the One Search help page for tips & tricks for searching One

Search.

e You can search our catalogue for allitems on the Polynesian expansion across the

Pacific or begin exploring by clicking on some of the featured online collection items

contained in this research guide.

Student research with State
Library

Feel more confident navigating State Library's resources to
find high quality information sources for your assessments.
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https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Polynesian%20Islands%20settlement&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&lang=en&offset=0
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Polynesian%20Islands%20settlement&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ&lang=en&offset=0
https://content.curriculumconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/student-research-with-state-library/#/

Featured Databases

Informit Explore is the first major research database tailored specifically for Australian schools

and public libraries.

History * Polynesian expansion

Polynesian expansion

Polynesian expansion refers to the migration and settlement of Polynesian peoples across the vast Pacific Ocean, spanning over 2000 years.
This remarkable journey began around 1500 BCE and involved voyages from West Polynesia to East Polynesia, ultimately covering an
enormous triangular area known as the Polynesian Triangle.
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The Polynesian expansion, one of the most remarkable feats of human exploration and settlement, spanned
thousands of kilometres across the Pacific Ocean. Beginning around 3,000 years ago, the Polynesians' ancestors
embarked on an unparalleled journey of exploration, mastering celestial navigation to traverse open waters with
remarkable precision. Over centuries, they settled islands from Hawai’i in the north, to Aotearoa New Zealand in the
south, and Rapa Nui (Easter Island) in the east, establishing a far-reaching and interconnected network of cultures
(Cartwright, 2020). This migration not only shaped the physical landscape of the Pacific but also laid the
foundations for the rich cultural traditions that continue to define Polynesian identity today.

Expansion timeline

The expansion occurred in two main phases, with a significant pause between them. The Early Phase (c. 1500 BCE
- 900 BCE) is associated with the Lapita culture, which originated from a convergence of Austronesian migrations
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, n.d.). These seafaring people, believed to be the direct ancestors of Polynesians,
emerged in Island Melanesia and Micronesia around 1500 BCE. They were distinguished by their dentate-stamped
pottery and advanced maritime, including Tonga (c. 900 BCE), Samoa (c. 1000 BCE) and Fiji (c. 1000-900 BCE).

The Long Pause (c. 900 BGE - 700 CE) occurred after the initial settlement of Western Polynesia (Thomas, n.d.).
There was a significant gap in further expansion, lasting about 1,000 years. Scholars debate the reasons for this

hiatus, with theories including climate shifts, the need to develop new voyaging technologies, and cultural changes.
The I anita culture in the settled islands ahninth lost the technaloav of notteny makina for nnknown reasons
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Teaching the Polynesian
expansion across the pacific: A
unit of work
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Pathway of the birds: The
voyaging achievements of Maori
and their Polynesian ancestors

The Journal of the Polynesian Society |
01 Jul 2019

Guillaume Molle

Book Review -
246

Intermediate - pp. 245-

The Britannica Library has articles, images, and videos, created especially for teenagers, on the

Polynesian expansion across the Pacific.
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https://search-informit-org.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/explore
https://library-eb-com-au.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/levels/youngadults/search/articles?query=Polynesian%20Expansion
https://search-informit-org.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/explore/11009
https://library-eb-com-au.ezproxy.slq.qld.gov.au/levels/teens/article/Polynesian-culture/631701

The National Geographic Virtual Library has articles on the Polynesian expansion across the

Pacific.
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JSTOR is a great resource for finding primary sources from the Polynesian expansion across the

Pacific.

Refine Results

SEARCH WITHIN RESULTS A

[ q]

CONTENT TYPE ~
Primary source content:

(] Images (190)

IMAGE RESOLUTION v

DATE () ~

FROM
TO

1756 CE ~

e N

CLASSIFICATION (D) ~

Find a classification Q

[] Sculpture and
Installations (68)

|| Architecture and City

Map of Pacific Ocean (... 4,

Ortelius, Abraham (1627 - 1598)
(Flemish)

Part of Binghamton University Art
Museum Collection

26-50 of 190 results

Americae sive novi orb... g,

lle aux Beeufs, Loire:...

Perrissin, J. (Jean), 15636716112
Part of Open: Wellcome Collection

Dutch terrestrial glob... g,

Pacifical-medaillon wi... y

Artist: Lucas Cranach the Elder
(German, K...

Part of Open: The

Pacifical with Resurre...

Artist: Lucas Cranach the Elder
(German, K...

Part of Open: The

A Silver-Gilt Pacifica... 3

Artist: Lucas Cranach the Elder
(German, K...

Part of Open: The

Museum of Art

Dutch terrestrial glob... o,

Museum of Art

Dutch terrestrial glob...

STATE LIBRARY !
QUEENSLAND

Museum of Art

Dutch terrestrial glob... g,

ueensland
Government
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Featured Map

State Library provides access to maps on the Polynesian expansion across the Pacific.
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Search the catalogue

Continue searching for more on the Polynesian expansion across the Pacific using these

subject searches:

Oceania -- History Maori (New Zealand people) -- History

Oceania -- Antiquities Islands of the Pacific — History

Polynesia -- History

Borrow items

Order items online through State Library’s One Search catalogue and borrow items from State

Library’s collections when you visit us onsite.
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https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/nde/search?mode=advanced&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&offset=0&query=sub,equals,Oceania%20--%20History&lang=en&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ_NDE
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/nde/search?mode=advanced&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&offset=0&query=sub,equals,Oceania%20--%20Antiquities&lang=en&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ_NDE
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/nde/search?mode=advanced&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&offset=0&query=sub,equals,Polynesia%20--%20History&lang=en&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ_NDE
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/nde/search?mode=advanced&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&offset=0&query=sub,equals,Maori%20(New%20Zealand%20people)%20--%20History&lang=en&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ_NDE
https://onesearch.slq.qld.gov.au/nde/search?mode=advanced&tab=All&search_scope=Everything&offset=0&query=sub,equals,Islands%20of%20the%20Pacific%20--%20History&lang=en&facet=tlevel,include,online_resources&vid=61SLQ_INST:SLQ_NDE
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/plan-my-visit/services/borrowing/borrowing-individuals
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/plan-my-visit/services/borrowing/borrowing-individuals
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/slq/reader.action?docID=3329754&ppg=1

Ask a librarian

State Library staff are available to advise on keywords and search strategies and suggest

databases to help you carry out independent research.

Please note that librarians can guide and support your research process, but they cannot
complete your assessment, select sources for you or provide answers to assessment

questions.

Visit State Library with your class

Ask your teacher to bring your classroom to State Library and explore exhibitions, research for

your assessments or undertake independent study.
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https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/services/ask-librarian
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/discover/teachers-and-students
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